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FROM THE EDITOR. . 
Welcome to your Epwell Echo Issue No. 213 

Well, we did it Epwell! On 19th September we got together for the first time 
in nearly 18 months and enjoyed a real community event; the “Epwell 2021 
Exhibition & Fun Day”.  Weather prospects for the day in the forecasts leading 
up to the weekend showed that the Sunday was going to be the only wet day 
in a seven day stretch; undaunted we carried on and the weather gods 
decided to relent and the sunshine & warmth was perfect, The arrangements 
and the attractions all went to plan on the day, thanks to all the volunteers, 
contributors, tradespeople and musicians who played their parts 
magnificently. No effort was spared in making it a “Great Epwell Day” 

In this issue you will find pictures of the day as well as recognition for those 
involved. Financial proceeds from the day will be shared between The Village 
Hall Fund, Epwell Echo, ERA and St Anne’s Church. 

Many thanks to all villagers and visitors who came to enjoy the fun! 

In the past, Epwell villagers have regularly arranged fetes, barn dances, coffee 
mornings, flower shows, harvest festivals, entertainment in the Park 
(recreation ground) and in Church Farm grounds. In addition many plays have 
been developed by Dawn Castle and the Epwell Drama Group. The success of 
the Exhibition and Fun Day demonstrated that we have been ‘starved’ of such 
activities of late, primarily due to Covid 19. Going forward we, as a 
community, should try our best to re-kindle the social side of 
our village life. Consequently the Epwell Echo is asking 

readers to come up with some ideas as to how we might effect 
this re-kindling during 2022 (if not before). Please e-mail any 
ideas, (including whether you are prepared to volunteer your 
expertise and services,) to the Editor and we can develop those ideas using 
the village facilities and organisations available. 

In this issue you will find the usual interesting articles from our regular, and 
always welcome, contributors plus Part Four of a ‘History of Epwell’, another 
interesting article on Charles Pollard’s early days in the police force, a 
somewhat different ‘Motoring Greats’ and much more. 

Do take time to peruse the advertisements in each of our issues and, where 
possible, try to give our local tradespeople your business. 

Enjoy the Issue  - Chris 

Address to send copy to the Echo is on the back page—Deadline date for the next 

issue is 12th November 2021 
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EPWELL PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 

 
 

 

******PLEASE NOTE****** 
IF YOU ARE USING ANY EQUIPMENT IN THE PLAYING FIELD, IT IS UP TO YOU TO SANITISE IT 

BEFOREHAND 
THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT COVID 19 GUIDELINES 

EPWELL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – 15th September 2021 

These are notes only.  For full details, please see EPC notice board and village web-
site. 

All members of the parish council were present, along with two members of the 
public. 

Introduction. 

The Chair introduced the new Clerk, Christine Coles, to the Parish Council. 

Matters arising from last meeting: 

There are various grants for community assets and wildlife improvement.  These will 
be investigated to see if Epwell can benefit from them. 

“20 is Plenty“ signs have been purchased for the Sibford Road. 

EPC to take over the running of the defibrillator. 

The bench in The Square has gone to be repaired. 

Playing Field: 

Thanks to Norman White and helpers for all the maintenance work done in the play-
ing field recently,  notably replacing the swings.  The equipment was inspected in 
July.  Recommendations were to keep the weeds in check, to be aware of finger 
entrapment and to monitor the equipment and act accordingly, which ERA does. 

Village Website: 

A few final teething problems to sort out before this goes live.  Chris Hurst and 
Amanda Laidler to monitor the website. 

Grass cutting: 

EPC will review the cutting dates and look at Plantlife’s road verges management 
plan to see if their suggestions would work in the village for next year. 

Bus Stop: 

Chris Lejeune is going to look into the possibility of request bus stops for the village. 

Correspondence: 

Advance notice of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations in 2022. 

Advice that parking enforcement to be run by a private company, not the police. 

 

The next EPC meeting is on Monday 15 November at 8pm. 
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www.fixmystreet.com  

Please continue to report pot holes and road  problems.   
You can also go on:   https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/report   to report a number of things, 

including footpaths, faulty street lights, fly tipping etc. 

Epwell Village Assistance - EVA.  
Set up to help out where needed.  Whenever, however. 
If you need help, please contact:  
Chris Hurst.   01295 780118, chrishurst62@gmail.com 
Nicola Rudge. 01295 780508, nicola.rudge@icloud.com 
If you would like to offer help, please contact: 
Gavin Lloyd Thomas.  01295 788771, gavinlthomas@aol.com 
Please also contact Gavin if  you can help with grass cutting (common areas) 

Epwell Parish Councillors: 
Gavin Lloyd Thomas (Chairman) 788771            cllr.gavinlloydthomas@epwell.com 
Chris Hurst                                      780118         cllr.chrishurst@epwell.com 
Nicola Rudge                                  780508      cllr.nicolarudge@epwell.com  
Paul Neal                                  07967 170177       cllr.paulneal@epwell.com 
Norman White         788155          cllr.normanwhite@epwell.com 
Christine Coles, Clerk        epwellparishclerk@epwell.com           

A Message from Alan Birkinshaw re: Poppy Appeal 

This year we will be able to revert to the house to house poppy appeal collection, 
also it is the centenary of the founding of the British Legion. So I will be undertak-
ing that between 28th October and 13th November. There will also be a collecting 
box in the Chandlers Arms.  

I welcome your support for this very worthwhile 
charity. 

Many thanks, Alan 

 
Mind-Master (Answers on Page 35) 

1. What is the official name of the building commonly called ‘Big Ben’? 
2. Gordon Sumner is the real name of which famous British musician? 
3. How many time zones are there in Russia? 

http://www.fixmystreet.com
https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/report
mailto:chrishurst62@gmail.com
mailto:nicola.rudge@icloud.com
mailto:gavinlthomas@aol.com
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SIBFORD GOWER PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

School Report –  September 2021 
by Andrea Rutledge  

 

Another September and another start to the new academic 

year.  

The children have merrily skipped onto the school bus and either into new 

classes or same classes but with different pupils. 

We have a new bus company, which has provided great excitement with new 

drivers and different types of buses too.  

The older children are learning about Ancient Greeks (Oak Class) and The Stone 

Age to the Iron Age (Willow Class). Children in Beech class are learning about 

being Street Detectives.  

All the children are now able to mix at break times, lunchtimes are back in the 

school hall and whole school assemblies are now able to happen which enables 

that lovely feeling of everyone being back together which is wonderful for the 

children.  

THE EPWELL TRUST 
The Epwell Trust administers 11.4 acres of land which is rented out under two 
agricultural tenancies.  This rental provides monies to be used should help be 
necessary for Epwell and its residents.   
If anyone knows where help for a resident may be needed, then please contact any 
member of the Trust listed below in confidence. 
The Trust Committee members are: 
Stephen Rutledge, Chairman.    Suzanne Kaye, Clerk 
Conway Freeman, Norman White, Nigel Prickett, Christine Woolsey,  
Liz Baker, Matthew Platt and Brian Tustain 

Epwell Trust and Coronavirus 
The Trust is here to offer any support it may be able to give residents of Epwell 
during this very anxious and worrying time.  
Contact the Clerk, Suzanne Kaye on 780670, in complete confidence.  
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EPWELL VILLAGE HALL NEWS 

The Village Hall is now fully open for business and the Com-
mittee welcome users from the village and beyond. Why not 
take a look and see the great facilities on offer? 
It has recently been fully re-decorated and is currently undergoing a kitchen refur-
bishment with all new units and a Range cooker. We have also equipped the new 
two meeting rooms upstairs with office furniture and a relaxing leather sofa. We still 
await BT to install the line so that we can have WIFI throughout the Hall. (Hopefully 
by the end of the month when they replace the telegraph pole opposite.) 
Large Hall, High Spec Kitchen with Cooker, Fridge, Freezer and Dishwasher, 2 
Meeting Rooms, Library area, Ladies, Gents and Disabled Toilets. 
The Hall is perfect for Parties, Christenings, Weddings, Fitness, Education, Games, 
Clubs & Societies, Business Meetings and Office use. 
We have recently revised the charges as shown in the following Table. We offer gen-
erous discounts for Epwell Villagers, regular users and Charities.  For Bookings call 
or email Nicola Rudge (Secretary)  - nicola.rudge@hotmail.com (01295 780508) 

Committee: Vic Tofts-Chair/Treasurer (07710 275000), Andrea Rutledge, - Vice Chair 

Nicola Rudge—Secretary (780508), Alex Tait,  Donna Boyles, Julie Bruggenwirth, 

Norman White,  Suzanne Kaye.   
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News from St. Anne’s 

Church 
 
 

Epwell and Wykeham Benefice services for 
October and November 2021 

 
October 
Sunday 3rd   10.00am Benefice service at Tadmarton  
Sunday 10th  11.00am Harvest Festival (Neil Bowler) 
Sunday 17th  9.45am Holy Communion (John Tattersall) 
Sunday 24th  9.45am Holy Communion 
Sunday 31st 9.45am Holy Communion  
 
November 
Sunday 7th     10.00am Benefice service at Broughton 
Sunday 14th  10.55am Remembrance Service 
Sunday 21st  9.45am Holy Communion (John Tattersall) 
Sunday 28th  9.45am Holy Communion (David Pym) 
 
December 
Sunday 5th     10.00am Benefice service at  Swalcliffe    
 

In addition to Sunday services, Morning prayers take place on Mondays  9 - 10.30am 
and a Holy Communion service takes place at 9.45am on Wednesday mornings in the 
beautiful side chapel.  Please check in the weekly pewsheet in the church, or on the 
notice board at the church gate, for up to date news on all services. 
 
Thank you to everyone who came to enjoy the Cream Tea afternoon held at Yarn Hill 
Cottage. The sun shone, Andrew Mchugh and Evelyn Cookson entertained with a 
selection of musical pieces and thanks to the hard work of Carolyn, her family and 
talented village bakers, £450 was raised for St Anne's. (see Page 21) 
This years Harvest Festival takes place on Sunday 10th October and will be led by 
Reverend Neil. The collection will go to support the valuable work done by the Farming 
Community Network and any donations of produce will be passed onto Polly, for the 
homeless people in Banbury.   
   
We hope to hold our traditional Remembrance service on Sunday 14th November. We 
will gather in the village square near the war memorial at 10.55am and begin with 
prayers and a 2 minute silence. We will then move into the church for the service which 
will be led by Glyn Evans. 
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Epwell and the Gunpowder Plot—By Eric & Suzanne Kaye 

It might well be asked what connection has Epwell with the Gunpowder Plot? 

The plotter in chief Robert Catesby had an ancestry which would reach back to 1484 
when Sir William Catesby became Lord of the Manor at Epwell. 

In 1485 as a close friend he joined King Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth where the 
King was to lose his life and Catesby was taken and executed. 

Following the death of Catesby’s wife the Manor reverted to the Crown but was re-
granted some time later to George Catesby.  In his charge the Manor was for the next 
40 years or so let out on lease until 1546.  With the end of the lease Richard Catesby 
re-established the Catesby’s as Lords of the Manor, only later to sell the Manor bring-
ing an end to the Catesby connection to Epwell. 

Now back to Robert Catesby who was born in 1573 at Bushwood Hall, Lapworth near 
Stratford-upon-Avon to Sir William Catesby and Lady Anne Catesby, daughter of Sir 
Robert Throckmorton.  He was baptised at Chaselton, Oxfordshire where the family 
had moved to.  During his education, for a time. he attended Gloucester Hall (Now 
Worcester College) Oxford. 

Rebelliousness seemed to be in his nature becoming involved with a group of religious 
malcontents.  This leading to the forming of the Gunpowder Plot and Robert Catesby 
becoming the chief plotter, the overall aim was to return the country to Catholicism. 

Joining Catesby in his plot were his two cousins Robert and Thomas Winter, Christo-
pher Wright, John Wright, Guido (Guy) Fawkes and Thomas Percy, all of whom had 
taken an oath and sworn to secrecy as did future members which brought the total to 
thirteen. 

With everyone in place the plot was coming together nicely.  Now the next step was 
to make an access into the House of Commons cellars.  To do this a property was ob-
tained adjacent to the House of Commons from where they were able to dig a tunnel 
and break through a wall leading them into the cellar where the wood and gunpowder 
could be placed directly under the Lords where King James I would attend the opening 
of the new parliament. 

To achieve the objective 36 barrels of gunpowder were put in place and then covered 
by stacking wood to hide them giving the appearance of just a stack of firewood.  For 
the final act to take place Guy Fawkes, a Yorkshireman and explosives expert was en-
gaged to do the duty.  However within the ranks of the Lords were several members 
who were practicing Catholics.  Not wishing for them to be blown up in the ‘big bang’ 
an attempt was made to advise their non attendance on the 5th November 1605.  To 
hopefully get a message to them an anonymous letter was sent to Lord Monteagle, 
someone who had been aware of the plot from the beginning and was trusted by the 

Continued on page 10 
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plotters hoping he would pass on their information, but instead he passed the 
letter to the Privy Council who on its receipt dispatched Lord Suffolk and others to 
search the cellars where they were to find the stack of wood which was hiding the 
gunpowder.  A further search took place and Guy Fawkes was discovered in the 
vicinity.  Although he remained silent he was himself searched and was found to 
be carrying a watch, matches and other items required to do the duty to blow up 
King James and all members in the Lords at the said time. 

Once it was realised that the plot had been discovered Robert Catesby and fellow 
plotters took horses and rode hard for the Midlands.  They were eventually 
tracked down to a premises in Staffordshire by the Sheriff of Worcester.  Storming 
the house four of the plotters were shot and killed, amongst them was Robert 
Catesby.  Five others were taken back along with the Winter brothers to London 
where with Guy Fawkes they stood trial, convicted and sentenced to be hanged, 
drawn and quartered. 

Each year on November 5th a bonfire night is held when bonfires are built usually 
with an effigy of Guy Fawkes on the top. 

Poor Guy Fawkes seems to be the only one from the plot remembered and his 
involvement was only the single duty to light the stack of wood and gunpowder 
intended to blow up the King and Parliamentarians who would be on the floor di-
rectly above.  Eric & Suzanne Kaye 

 25th Annual Tadmarton Charity Fun Ride – Sunday 22nd August 
Our 10 mile route this year started at Swalcliffe Park Equestrian, meandered its 
way over to Traitor’s Ford, up Ditch Edge, along Beggar’s Lane, over a few foot-
paths, (thank you to The Epwell Trust, Basil Page and the Prickett family - especial-
ly Nigel for moving the donkeys!) to the Chandler’s Arms at Epwell where a few 
drinks were had! Onward over the bridlepaths that cross Chillaway, Blenheim and 
Brakelands Farms and back to Swalcliffe for a spin around the Cross-Country 
course.  
The day ran exceptionally smoothly, sadly numbers were slightly down on previ-
ous years, however, those that did the ride were extremely happy and comment-
ed how lucky we are to live in such a beautiful part of the country, with such 
amazing riding.   
After expenses, we have been able to send £1500 to each of our charities, namely 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance and Frank Wise School. We have now raised over 
£74,000 in total over the past 25 years. 
Many thanks to the farmers and land owners who allow us to cross their land that 
is not usually ridden; this also makes the ride extra special for our local partici-
pants.  We’re so grateful to those who moved their stock, it is much appreciated; 
it enables us to leave the gates open which makes the ride all the more enjoyable 
and also means we need less volunteers. This year’s ride had 31 gates and all bar 
two were able to be left open! 
A special thank you to Swalcliffe Park Equestrian for the ongoing use of their Cross
-Country course. 
 Sarah Wild & the Tadmarton Charity Fun Ride Committee 
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Gardening Jobs—Autumn  

October— This is one of the loveliest times of the year as the leaves change colour 
and the garden puts on a final show of flowers before the return of winter. 
Jobs that won’t wait 
Harvest fruit & veg—Apples & pears should be picked by the end of the month. 
Sow hardy annuals, sweet peas and lettuces to overwinter under glass. 
Plant spring-flowering hardy annuals and biennials as soon as possible. 
Plant spring flowering bulbs in the garden and in pots / containers. 
Lift tender bulbs, corms and tubers such as dahlias and gladioli and store frost free. 
Put winter protection in place around vulnerable border perennials and shrubs. 
Some other Jobs 
Clear fallen leaves and other debris. 
Clean the greenhouse and insulate for winter 
Divide and replant congested hardy perennials where flowering has finished. 
Begin transferring half-hardy fuchsias from borders and large outdoor containers 
into pots for frost-free housing over winter. 
October is a good month for re-turfing any poor parts of the lawn. 
Prune summer flowering rambling and climbing roses. 
 
November—As the year draws to an end, the colour on the trees deepens, leaves 
blow down in the wind and it is time to protect plants against winter cold. 
Jobs that won’t wait 
Cover vulnerable plants growing outdoors to protect from frost 
Clear out and take under cover decorative containers that are not frost-hardy. 
Check bulbs, corms and tubers in store for rot or disease. 
Plant roses if conditions permit; prune climbers & ramblers, hybrid tea and flori-
bundas to protect from wind-rock. 
Cut the lawn for the last time this year; clean & store the mower. 
Prune wisteria to ensure and increase flowering next year. 
Some other Jobs 
Top dress borders with garden compost or well rotted manure. 
Take hardwood cuttings e.g. honeysuckle & jasmine 
Bubble-wrap vulnerable pot plants & non-frost resistant containers if kept outside. 
Prune currants and gooseberries. 
Carry out general maintenance such as repairs to trellis and fencing and other 
structures that support the summer 
plants. 

Enjoy your garden! 
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The History of Epwell 

This article is the fourth in a series recounting the history of our village. The text is 

largely taken from extracts contained in two previous works, one by Nat Taylor 

(“Epwell has a History”) and one by the Revd. John Stewart (“Epwell Oxfordshire – A 

Short General History”).  

Part Four – ‘19th Century and  a village in decline’ 

Epwell in 1800 seemed a substantial enough village but, post the Enclosures, poverty 

had become endemic and the atmosphere may have been somewhat depressed. The 

security of life which had existed for centuries had vanished. Many local villages 

were able, to some extent, survive the ravages of the Enclosures, but Epwell experi-

enced the further blow of the opening of the ‘by-passing’ Banbury to Shipston road 

which further limited its economic stability. 

So the 19th Century opens with Epwell very much in decline as a community. Howev-

er, this rate of decline would slow down with the new economic and social order 

stabilising. The first half century after Enclosure was, for the few richer farmers and 

landlords, one of increasing prosperity. They were able to improve their farm proper-

ties, build new homes for themselves out on the farms and away from the village. At 

the same time those no longer to be regarded as small farmers but as common la-

bourers were experiencing hardship and lower standards of living. 

Epwell had been, as most villages roundabout were, a village of weavers as well as 

farm workers. Those who followed the weaving trades in their cottage dwellings had 

enjoyed fairly high living standards but under the pressure of the emerging industrial 

revolution and removal of common rights by the Enclosures these standards were 

doomed, especially where they could no longer compete with factory and mill.  

Many with such skills were compelled to leave for the more industrial towns until 

there were no weavers left in the villages. 

Those who had no such skills and remained reliant on agricultural work found them-

selves in a similar plight because only very large farmers needed full-time workers. 

Those who could not secure regular work had to rely on seasonal employment where 

they could get it. It was virtually impossible for such labourers to make enough to 

provide for their family the year round and when the need became acute there was 

but one course open—to become a pauper and apply for parish relief and be subject 

to all the indignities for which the Poor Laws and laws on settlement made provision. 
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What many did when faced with a need to seek relief was to leave the village for a 

new town or another country by emigrating. 

This all resulted in the poor of Epwell being numerous. Poor relief in Epwell for 1775-

6 had totalled £50 but by 1785 yearly distributions totalled £108 and by 1803 £300 

relief was being given to 19 Epwell adults on a regular basis. An Epwell Overseer’s 

report for 1834 indicates that by then the population of Epwell was diminishing. 

Around 33 Epwell labourers were permanently out of work , of whom 16 were em-

ployed by the ‘township’ on parish roads or ‘farmed out’ daily to rate payers. The 

poor could not afford much, they ate little but bread, washed down with weak tea 

without milk and a small portion of coarse brown sugar. By 1851, the year of the 

Great Exhibition, the plight of the poor in both town and country was said to be far 

worse than that of an African slave. 

There were fewer habitable houses than at the beginning of the 19th Century but 

some improvements were undertaken including slate replacing thatch, mud floors 

replaced by stone or blue brick. After 1888 when county councils were formed, roads, 

in and around the village were  improved and towards the end of the century Epwell 

acquired a village school. In 1872 the school had 40 pupils and it remained in use until 

1946. Epwell’s children were now much better prepared to face the challenges of life 

elsewhere or else to survive and even thrive within the local community. 

Because they were isolated those inhabiting Epwell throughout the 19th century, 

always poor, were able to preserve much of their former way of life and culture. Be-

fore the outbreak of World War 1 Epwell residents were living in what could still be 

thought of as a self-sufficient community, content with an occasional outing to mar-

ket or to neighbourhood fairs. They knew little of the world outside their own. Epwell 

was their world and Epwell could supply most of their basic needs. 

Nevertheless, the last decades of the 19th century were hard times indeed for agri-

culture. The larger farmers, now increasingly ‘in possession’ did not need labourers as 

the smaller ones had done in the past; the most a casual labourer could earn, when in 

work was ten  shillings (50p today) per week although at harvest time as much as five 

shillings a day was possible. Alternative employment could be found in stone-

quarrying which reached its peak in Epwell during this century; at one time there 

were seven active quarries.  

All in all, the 19th century proved to be ’hard times’ for the villagers of Epwell.   

With grateful thanks to Nat Taylor and the Revd John Stewart—CW 
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         Sibford Stores & Post Office    

       Sibford Ferris OX15 5RG     

tel: 01295 788317  

Your Local Convenience Store 

Your local newsagent, we deliver newspapers and magazines 7 days a week to all the surrounding 
area and have a wide selection of newspapers and magazines available in the shop.  Place your regu-

lar order today  Bread cakes and savouries baked on the premises throughout the day.  
  We are your local National Lottery Agent     
  Photocopying, fax and mailing service available on the premises  
                     Agents for Dry Cleaning and Laundry      

Chilled and frozen foods, groceries, cigarettes, beers, wines, spirits, fresh fruit & vegetables, pet 
foods, medical and toiletries, and lots more...... 

 Telephone your grocery order for free local delivery 7 days a week 

OPENING HOURS:  Monday to Friday 7.30 am to 6.00 pm   
    Saturday  8.00 am to 5.00 pm 
    Sunday  8.00am to 1pm 

Tel:01295
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Caution Corner                  Southam Street        No. 6 The Precinct 

BRAILES                            KINETON           WELLESBOURNE  

OX15 5AZ                   CV35 0JN           CV35 9NL 

t: (01608) 685274                            t: (01926) 640386          t: (01789) 840744 

 
For more information about our services, to view our  

funeral announcements and online donations, please visit 

www.rlockeandson.co.uk 

Please call for a funeral planning brochure or to arrange a no-obligation 
meeting. 

 

Tom’s Valeting & Detailing 

Tom’s Detailing is a mobile auto detailer and Valeting service based in Banbury. I have a 

real passion for my work and getting Cars & Motorcycles to look their absolute best.  

Please see the list of services below and feel free to get in touch.  

I am fully insured - Ultimaxx accredited & trained. 

Car Valeting - Deep cleaning  - Ceramic coatings - Paint correction - Classics   Convertible 

roof cleaning & sealing - Motorcycle Valeting & Detailing   

Stone chip touch ups - Bespoke requests  

www.tomsdetailing.co.uk  

Info@tomsdetailing.co.uk 

07799150275 
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BECOMING A ‘LONDON BOBBY’ & CATCHING ‘REAL 

CRIMINALS’   

By Charles Pollard 

It is Spring 1965 and, as a 19 year old trainee police officer, I have now been at Bow 
Street Police Station in London’s West End for 3 months after an excellent Initial 
Training Course.  Daily I am now patrolling the Strand and Trafalgar Square areas, 
and doing Traffic Control duties outside Charing Cross Railway Station.  
 
One day there is a commotion along the Strand where a man has run out of a de-
partment store chased by a Store Detective. The shout goes up “Stop Thief” and the 
public joins in the chase! They tell me the man has just run down some steps next to 
the Savoy Hotel to Victoria Embankment Gardens. So I run down them myself and 
half-way down at a corner, an out-of-breath man aged about 30 is just coming up 
the other way, obviously the thief!  In panic he turns back down and runs for it.  I 
shout ‘STOP’ and give chase: as a fast police rugby player I think he has no chance! 
 
I am rapidly closing on him but when he gets to the bottom, just ahead of me, he 
immediately goes through the entrance of the Underground Garage of the Savoy 
Hotel Carpark! I chase him inside where he starts ducking around amongst the cars. 
I lose sight of him and worry he might escape, or at best this might go on and on for 
some time (no radios in those days to call for assistance).  
So I blow loudly on my police whistle!  The shrill noise echoes loudly around the 
garage, so that it seems there must be others entering the garage from other direc-
tions blowing their whistles too - in fact there are none, it is just the echoes of my 
whistle!  
He appears from behind a car and comes towards me gesturing to give himself up! 
In fact he actually says the oft-quoted words in TV Dramas “It’s a Fair Cop, Guv”! 
So I march him to the police station, with the help of a colleague officer who has 
been nearby and come to help. A statement is taken from the Store Detective and 
the offender is charged with ‘shop theft’ (in those days still called ‘Larceny’) 
So this is one of my first ‘crime arrests’!  
In 1965 the CID see themselves as ‘superior’ police officers, with so many Detective 
Stories in books and on TV. But, although wearing plain clothes instead of a police 
uniform, in fact they are still Constables like me – but called ‘Detective Constables’! 
They try to create mystique around their ‘crime investigations’ to accord with the 
public perception! 5 years later, minor crimes like this are allocated to uniform offic-
ers like me to finalise. 

At Bow Street, as well as patrolling on the beat and doing traffic point duty, we 
young officers can also get involved in detective work by volunteering for overtime. 
The idea is that after a late shift, you change into civvies and stay on to do 
‘observation duty’.  Thousands of cars are parked nightly in the back streets of the 
West End, attracting car thieves and other ne’er-do-wells, and we hide in doorways 
watching vulnerable streets!  

Here serious detective work is often needed! 

One might catch a car-thief in the act - stealing a car itself, or stealing from a car.  
Another situation called SUS – short for ’Being a suspected person with intent to 
commit an arrestable offence’ - might be seeing someone walk down a line of cars 
trying car door handles.  
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To bring a prosecution for SUS the police have to prove that the offender has com-
mitted at least two separate acts.  Two witnesses are required to substantiate the 
charge, these can be two police officers patrolling together. 

One night I am doing this ‘Observation Duty’ with a colleague, hiding in two dark 
doorways close together, when we see a man doing precisely what we were watch-
ing for – in fact we see him try three car doors, each a little apart from the others.  

We creep out of our doorways to challenge him, but he sees us coming and sprints 
off down the street. We catch him together after a 100 metre chase. We tell him 
what we have seen, arrest him and walk him to the Police Station. When we search 
him, in his pockets he has two wire loops, each with about 50 car ignition keys 
attached.  So he is a real, professional car thief!  

When he subsequently goes to court, he pleads guilty and it turns out he has several 
previous convictions for stealing cars, and has only been out of prison for a year!   He 
is sentenced to another 4 years imprisonment for this incident.  

In my 35 year Police Career ending in 2002, I never formally served in the CID directly 
but in senior roles was very closely involved in CID work and Law Reform.                                                    

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS THIS YEAR 
Early sightings of butterflies excited me into thinking it might be a good season 
ahead.   Spring gave me several reports of Brimstones, Orange Tips, Peacocks and 
Holly Blues.   However, after the early spring warmth the weather has been very 
inconsistent and further reports have not been plentiful.   My own observations 
have seen the standard species Blues, Speckled Wood, Red Admiral, Gate keepers,  
Comma  and  Large Tortoiseshell.   I had a very pleasant walk in June above Long 
Compton and around Tysoe where there was a profusion of Marbled Whites which 
was very pleasing. 
One of my wildlife encounters was when I saw a female Sparrow hawk plucking and 
demolishing a young blackbird.   This I watched for around 20 minutes, I guess she 
was off nest and she seemed very hungry as she tore off the flesh completely oblivi-
ous of my presence.   This sort of sighting is rather gruesome, but it was riveting in 
intensity and is the reality of the natural world. 
A phenomena of the year around the village seemed to be the discovery of a num-
ber of orchids  
In different places, particularly Pyramidal orchids, but also Twayblade orchids and 
bee orchids in late May in grass that had been mown very early and left.   It shows 
what an undisturbed grassy area can produce! 
As we are all being challenged now to set aside areas for the wildflowers and in-
sects: maybe you too will give this a try in your garden next year.   It is surprising 
how wildflowers spread, as in the Churchyard where the Meadow Saxifrage is wide-
spread and the Cuckoo Flower is thriving behind the Village Hall!   
Thanks to anyone who has shared wildlife information. 
Allison Pollard 
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Epwell Virus Assistance - EVA.  
Set up to help out where needed: 
Pick up essential shopping.  Collect your prescriptions. 
Post mail.  Pick up the ‘phone for a friendly chat. 

If you need help, please contact:  
Chris Hurst.  01295 780118, chrishurst62@gmail.com 
Nicola Rudge. 01295 780508, nicola.rudge@icloud.com 
 

If you would like to offer help, please contact: 
Gavin Lloyd Thomas.  01295 788771, gavinlthomas@aol.com 
 

Coronavirus is contagious.  Avoid physical contact.   
Wash your hand regularly.   

PLEASE BE AWARE: THERE ARE SOME SCAMS AROUND.  ONLY 
ACCEPT HELP FROM PEOPLE YOU KNOW. 

 

KEEP CALM.  KEEP SAFE.  KEEP IN TOUCH. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EPWELL EXHIBITION & FUN DAY—PICTURES 

Enjoying the sunshine in The Square 

The Dog & Owner Show—Registration—Very Popular! 

mailto:chrishurst62@gmail.com
mailto:nicola.rudge@icloud.com
mailto:gavinlthomas@aol.com
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EPWELL EXHIBITION & FUN DAY—PICTURES 

Some of the Day’s attractions (clockwise from top left)—sports cars, church flow-

ers, the Shipston Brass Band, raffle & tombola, ‘duck leader’ and dog show. 
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EPWELL EXHIBITION & FUN DAY  - 19th SEPT 

 Saturday the 18th September dawned brightly and in a hot sunshine five willing labour-
ers erected the ‘tent’ which would house most visitors to 
the Sunday event should the weather be as forecast all 
the previous week—WET! Set-up continued most of Sat-
urday involving many volunteers with signage and the 
vast amount of work required in the Hall and Kitchen. 
Julie B and other volunteers had been decorating the 
Church with gorgeous flower arrangements in the pre-
ceding days and all was ready for visitors after the Sun-
day service. 

Much to the organisers’ disappointment we awoke to grey clouds and rain on Sunday 
morning. For two hours from 8.30 am, bunting was erected, the Square was closed and 
exhibitors  and sports cars turned up whilst the rain continued to fall. And then, at 
10.30 as the event opened, so did the clouds and the sunshine arrived. The weather 
gods had decided that all the efforts of the Epwell villagers deserved some reward. 

Visitors and villagers alike came early and most stayed the whole day to enjoy what 
was on offer including the array of Lotus, MGB, Austin Healey and Mercedes vintage 
cars. The Kitchen was soon active with teas, coffee, delicious cakes and savouries and 
by midday queues were forming at the Chandlers Wagon and Kevin’s Giant Paella. The 
glorious Shipston Brass Band entertained us for nearly two hours through lunchtime 
whilst the Raffle, Tombola, Face Painting and Tattoos did a roaring trade. ‘Eoppa’ did 
his best to tell some interested youngsters about the origins of Epwell (although most 
wanted to try on his helmet!). 

Inside the Hall, the Village Archives including Eric’s magnificent map of all the local field 
names  and the back editions of the Epwell Echo were attracting attention as were the  
six trade stands.  All day long the Ducks continued to race through ‘the Plank’ and Vic 
managed budding golfers to win on the ‘Chipping Range’ at The Green. 

Following the Band’s departure around 2.00pm, the focus of the day moved more to 
The Green for the horse and dog shows and the ‘2 Dave’s Apple Press’. The bar and 
café continued to provide sustenance whilst we were treated to some wonderful classi-
cal music from Anna and Helen. 

Following a visit to The Green by Sands Farm’s beautiful young ‘Connemaras’, the Dog 
Show began in earnest with many village entrants competing for prizes in  10 catego-
ries.  The Dog Show proved very popular as can be seen from photos on the previous 
pages. 

The day ended with a massive raffle prize distribution ably managed by Ian whilst we 
listened to popular music from Jack Hodgkinson.  And, yes, the bar stayed open! 
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 EPWELL EXHIBITION & FUN DAY—A SPECIAL 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO MADE IT A GREAT 

EPWELL DAY! 

 The Village Hall Committee, Epwell Echo Team, ERA and the  St Annes Church  PCC would like 
to thank the many performers, contributors, volunteers and helpers involved on the day and 
beforehand. If I have missed anyone I sincerely apologise; your efforts  are really appreciat-
ed.     Chris Woodcock, Editor, Epwell Echo 

 Volunteers & Organisers 

Donna Boyles 

Isabella Boyles 

Suzanne Kaye 

Julie Bruggenwirth 

Nicola Rudge 

Andrea Rutledge 

James Rutledge 

Andrew Rutledge 

Alex Tait 

Vic Tofts 

Peter Neal (Archives Exhibition) 

Eric Kaye (Archives Exhibition) 

Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd 

Peter Koch de Gooreynd 

Christian LeJeune (Epwell Echo Archives) 

Ian Sloane 

 
Mary White 

Lizzie White 

Aimee White 

Norman White 

Brian Jeavons 

Allison Pollard 

Jill Holroyd 

Lottie Henniker-Major 

Gavin Lloyd-Thomas 

Anne & Isabel Downs 

Sarah & Poppy Kisley 

Phil Arnaboldi 

Sue Arnaboldi, Rebekha and Thomas 

Christine Woolsey 

Carole Bell 

Caroline Frost 

Francesco Frost 

Ros Kelling 

Thomas Platt 

Adrienne Platt 
 
Performers / Attractions 

Shipston Brass Band 

Caroline Long (Church Organ) 

Anna & Ian  Fleming & Helen Payne 

Jack Hodgkinson (Musician) 

Kevin Lewis (Paella) 

Adrian Woodward (Lotus Elans) 

Paul Neal (Austin Healey) 

Brian Woolsey (MGB) 

John Jackson (Mercedes) 

Vic Tofts (Golf Chipping) 

Julie B and Others (Duck Racing) 

Emma Rugman & Issy & Miles 

Peter & Carolyn KdeG (Dog Show 

David Best & Dave Botterill (Apple Press)  

Melissa Jardine Patterson &  Sara Wright 

 
Advertisers / Trade 

Chandlers Arms 

Sue Bannister (Sibford Walkers) 

Judy Jones (Surefoot) 

Anne  Woolgrove (Yarnhill) 

Miss T Catering 

Ridge & Furrow Lavender 

St Anne’s Christmas Cards 
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The Warriner School & Farm—by Alasdair Lowe 

The Warriner School—Background 
The Warriner Multi Academy Trust (MAT) is an ODBE Voluntary Aided MAT with a mix 
of community and C.of.E. schools. 
The Warriner MAT was set up in August 2015 with one secondary school (The Warrin-
er), three primary schools (Bishop Carpenter, Hornton and Sibford Gower) and one pre
-school (Peachtree).  
A further two-form entry primary school (Bishop Loveday) joined in June 2017 fol-
lowed by a Northamptonshire primary school (Farthinghoe) in September 2018 and 
Finmere Primary school in March 2020. 
In May 2017 the MAT was granted sponsorship status by the Regional Schools Com-
missioner in recognition of its capacity for growth.  
Warriner School Farm      
 The farm covers an area of 47 hectares (116 acres) and has a mixture of livestock and 
crop enterprises.  
Along with well-equipped teaching and learning facilities and highly experienced 
teaching staff, the farm offers the following: 

A single suckler herd producing calves for beef and pedigree replacements.  
A March lambing, ewe flock producing finished and store lambs 
A pedigree Gloucester Old Spot herd producing piglets for sale & pig meat prod-

ucts 
A traditional breed chicken layer unit producing eggs and chicks for sale,  
A small goat enterprise 
A small equine unit 
Combinable crops, root crops and forage crops 

        The farm is managed using strong conservation and sustainability principles and 
actively participates in the Natural England Environmental/Countryside Steward-
ship schemes. 

        A recent addition has been the small (companion) animal unit, which includes: 
rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, snakes, and a bearded dragon 

        A small kennel facility, where Warriner school staff can kennel their dogs during 
the working day.  The dogs are then exercised and cared for by the students. 

Students are able to participate in a wide range of activities associated with the day to 
day running of the farm and management of the animal collection.   
Activities include:  Feeding the animals before school, animal husbandry tasks, moving 
of resources, animal training and care tasks at lunch times. When older, students can 
even learn to drive a tractor! They used to be able to “drive” the cart horses!   
Students who demonstrate commitment to the farm activities have the opportunity to 
become “Farm Leaders” as they progress through the school and assist the younger 
students in their development. 
All of these skills help with  
English, Mathematics, Geography, Science 



 23 

 

 St. Anne’s Charity Garden Party—Yarn Hill Cottage 

 
Carolyn and Peter Koch de Gooreynd hosted an excellent garden party on 
Saturday 4th September where guests enjoyed cream teas, delicious home-
made cakes and prosecco. A large number of villagers attended and £450 
was raised in aid of St Anne’s Church.  Music was excellently provided on 
violin and flute by Andrew McHugh and Nicola’s niece Evelyn Cookson from 
North Leigh. A very nice afternoon was had by all! 

 

 

 

The Village Website  -       https://epwell.com 
  
The village website  has been completely revised, with a home page for news 
plus a feed from the Village Facebook page, later sections on village 
organisations and activities, a diary of local events, a section on parish 
council matters, useful information on services and businesses, an on line 
version of the Epwell Echo and a history of the village. 
  
Do have a look and if you wish send comments and suggestions by e 
mail  to editor@epwell.com 

https://epwell.com/
mailto:editor@epwell.com
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 Books  by Clare Lee 

   The Mermaid of Black Conch by Monique Roffey 
It is April 1976 in a tiny Caribbean village on the island 
of Black Conch, at the start of the rainy season. A fisher-
man sings to himself in his pirogue, waiting for a catch, 
but his singing attracts an unexpected sea-dweller. He 
catches sight of Aycayia, a beautiful young woman curs-
ed by jealous wives to live as a mermaid. She has been 
swimming the Caribbean Sea for centuries and she is 
entranced by David and his song. Their relationship 
grows but leads to heartbreak when Aycayia is caught 
by an American banker who can only see dollar signs, 
not the person within the scales. David succeeds in sav-
ing her from the greed of man, but can his love save her 
from the curse? 

 
   The Appeal by Janice Hallett 

 This is a “who done it?” and a “who done what?” and a 
“who is what done to?” all at the same time. Two jun-
iors in a law office are presented with evidence in the 
form of e-mails and social media messages from which 
they have to find out what happened and to whom. You 
know at the start there has been a murder but exactly 
who is not revealed until well into the book. The two 
junior lawyers helpfully sum up the evidence inter-
mittently and slowly you, along with them, begin to 
piece together who is involved and why someone may 
have been wrongly accused. The lawyer seeks evidence 
to right an injustice and as new evidence comes to light   
the real perpetrator is revealed, but the book keeps 

   you hooked until the very last page. 
    
   Miss Benson’s Beetle by Rachel Joyce 

A middle-aged spinster teacher has had enough of 
teaching domestic science to disinterested girls and 
makes her escape in a way that closes that door forever. 
It is just after WWII, England is grey and drab and still 
hungry due to rationing. She realises she must follow 
her childhood dream and look for the golden beetle in 
New Caledonia. She advertises for an assistant to go 
with her but the sensible retired teacher she picks pulls 
out at the last minute, will the vision in pink who is the 
only alternative be what she needs? Well, she will, but 
not in the way that Miss Benson anticipates. A story of 
adventure and of growing friendship and its power to 
allow a life to be lived. 
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Autumn and Pears 

There are so many wonderful aspects of Autumn and hopefully there will be an 
abundance of apples and pears. Impress guests with this deceptively simple start-
er, made with pears, goat's cheese, watercress and hazelnuts. It's ready in just 15 
minutes, and perfect at Christmas 

Griddled pears with goat's cheese & hazelnut 
dressing.  Prep:10 mins  

Cook:5 mins Serves 4 

Ingredients 

40g toasted hazelnuts, finely chopped or 
crushed 

3 tbsp olive oil 

1 tbsp balsamic or red wine vinegar 

2 pears, cored 

handful of watercress, to serve 

100g goat's cheese, crumbled 

Method 

Combine the hazelnuts with the oil, vinegar and a pinch of sea salt flakes. Slice each 
pear into six wedges. Place the watercress on the guest’s plates. Heat a griddle 
pan over a high heat and griddle the pear wedges until slightly charred. Arrange 
then on the watercress and then crumble over the goat’s cheese. Dot over the ha-
zelnut dressing. 

Apple, pear & walnut crumble.  Prep: 30 mins - 35 mins Cook:20 mins - 25 mins  

Serves 4 – 6. Gary Rhodes's traditional fruit and nut pudding can be oven baked in 
an hour for a warming family treat. 

Ingredients 

500g apple , peeled, cored and cut into large chunks 

finely grated zest 1 lemon , juice of ½ 

sprig rosemary (optional) 

2 tbsp light muscovado sugar 

500g pear , peeled, cored and cut into large chunks 

custard or cream , to serve  

For the crumble topping  

100g pack walnuts 

75g granary or wholemeal flour (or plain white) 

85g butter , diced 

85g caster or light muscovado sugar 

Method 

Heat oven to 190C/fan 170C/gas 5. Put the chopped apples, lemon zest, rosemary, 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/test-five-best-griddle-pans
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/content/test-five-best-griddle-pans
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/apple-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/lemon-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/rosemary-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sugar-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/pear-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/cream-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/walnut-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/flour-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/butter-glossary
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/sugar-glossary
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if using, and sugar in a saucepan. Add the lemon juice and cook for 3-4 mins. Tip in 
the pears and cook 2-3 mins more, until the fruits are just beginning to soften. 
Spoon the fruits and juices into a 1.7 litre pudding dish and flatten slightly.  

Crumble  

Chop half the walnuts roughly, put aside. Reduce half to the consistency of ground 
almonds. Add the flour, butter and sugar and continue to blitz to a coarse or fine 
crumble mix, as you prefer. Stir into the crumble. Scatter the crumble mix on top of 
the fruits and bake for 20-25 mins until golden brown. Serve warm with cream or 

custard. Enjoy!                  Carolyn Koch de Gooreynd 

 

 

 

 

We deliver daily newspapers  and magazines to the village.            

       Any combination of   days per week  catered for.             

      Ring us on 01295 268499 

 or e-mail info@smithsnewsagents.co.uk 

Sibford Walkers—Upcoming Group Walks 
4 October 
18 October 
1 November 
15 November 
29 November 
13 December shorter walk with lunch after at Carter’s Yard for those who walk 
that day . 

Contact: Sue Bannister—01295 780365 or sebannister@gmail.com 
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MOTORING GREATS—THE WILLY’S JEEP 

Whilst the subject of this edition of ‘Motoring Greats’ is not about a pioneer-
ing automotive design engineer or a ‘classic’ car, it’s overall impact on auto-
motive engineering history and the outcomes of 20th Century military con-
flict is extraordinary. The Willy’s Jeep has certainly earned its place as an au-
tomotive legend. 
The beginning of thinking towards creating a small multi-purpose soldier and 
weapons carrier began in the United States in the years after the First World 
War. During that conflict motorcycles, both with sidecars and solo, had been 
used with good effect. So initial thinking was along those lines. The Ford 
Model T was considered but the design was already becoming dated. By 
1935 however the United States military could see that it was going to need 
to gear up for a major war that would likely be on an even larger scale than 
the First World War. It would be a war in which mechanization would be a 
key strategic element.  
By 1935 Japan had already begun its operations to invade China and in Eu-
rope Adolf Hitler’s Nazi Party had established absolute rule in Germany with 
a vision to establish authoritarian rule over all of Europe. The likelihood of a 
second World War was clearly on the cards and US authorities decided that 
they needed to treat military mechanisation development seriously. 
However, it was not until the 11th July 1940 that the Department of War 
finally formalized its specifications for a quarter ton small four wheel drive 
vehicle for multi-purpose military light transport and sent those specifica-
tions to no less than 135 US manufacturers. The Army Ordnance Technical 
Committee specifications for this new vehicle was that it must be four-wheel
-drive, capable of carrying a crew of three, have a wheelbase of 75″ and a 
track of no more than 47″. The empty weight of the vehicle was to be no 
more than 1,300lb and it had to be able to take a payload of 660lb. Its en-
gine was to produce no less than 85lb/ft of torque.  
Of the 135 US companies approached just 2 submitted proposals, American 
Bantam and Willys Overland. Bantam which had previously been producing 
light commercial vehicles based on the British Austin 7, won the initial con-
tract as the only company who would commit to meeting the Department of 
War’s deadlines, and so Bantam’s Chief Engineer, Harold Crist contacted a 
freelance engineer named Karl Probst to work on the project. Karl Probst 
had been contacted by the Army, who had persuaded him to join the pro-
ject, and no doubt impressed on him the urgency. He, in collaboration with 
Harold Crist and a team at Bantam, created the blueprints for the vehicle in 
just 2 days, and had the costings done by the third day. Much of the design 
work had already been done, making it realistically possible for Harold Crist 
and Karl Probst to get a team working on going from preliminary design to 
working prototype in such a short time. After such a Herculean effort one 
would have thought that Bantam would get the massive contract but it was 
not to be. 
The US Army knew that Bantam did not have the production capacity to 
meet the Army’s needs nor did they have the money behind them to accom-
plish such a feat. 
So the Army invited Willys Overland and Ford to create prototypes and, as if 

https://silodrome.com/ford-model-t-a-dirt-track-roadster/
https://silodrome.com/ford-model-t-a-dirt-track-roadster/
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to add insult to injury, they sent the Bantam vehicle (dubbed the Blitz Buggy) 
blueprints to both companies after having them see the Bantam in action. 
The Army claimed to own the blueprints as they’d been created for their pro-
posal, and Bantam were not in a position to do anything about it. Ford 
and Willys got busy on creating their own prototypes and were given more 
leeway in that the weight limit for the new vehicle was raised to 2,160lb. Ban-
tam also revised and improved their model. 
Although the Bantam met the Army’s specification and was the best perform-
ing vehicle, the company could not meet the 75 vehicles per day production 
target.  Thus it was that the Army also contracted Willys (“Quad”) and Ford 
(“Pygmy”) to produce their models as well. The Willys Quad was renamed the 
MA (i.e. Military model A) and it had 240lb pruned off its weight. The Ford 
was given the name “GP” (which is not the origin of the name “Jeep“). 
The progress of the War had well caught up with production levels. The first 
1,555 Willys Jeep MAs were sent off to the Soviet Union under the Lend-
Lease programme, and 4,458 Ford GP vehicles were put to work in the US 
military. The Ford was a well-liked vehicle but suffered from a weak and unre-
liable engine. With the Army’s need to standardize on one design the Willys 
version was chosen for increased mass production, in part because of its su-
perior “Go Devil” engine, and Willys were contracted to produce 16,000 vehi-
cles. These were improved yet again incorporating best features from the 
Bantam and Ford, such as the Ford’s flat hood/bonnet, and were designated 
the Willys MB. 
Demand continued to outstrip supply and by October 1941 the War Depart-
ment got Ford to start manufacturing the Willys MB using their mass produc-
tion capability, using the standardized Willys MB design complete with the 
Willys “Go Devil” engine. These Ford built vehicles were designated the Ford 
GPW, the “W” meaning they were made according to the Willys Jeep design. 
Over the course of the (US involvement) war (1941-45) 359,489 Willys Jeeps 
and 277,896 Ford GPWs were built. American Bantam were also commis-
sioned to build their nimble little BRC 40’s and they made 2,605, with most 
being sent to British and Commonwealth military forces such as those of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. The jeep was considered such a valuable vehicle 
that General Eisenhower wrote that most senior officers regarded it as one of 
the five pieces of equipment most vital to success in Africa and Eu-
rope. Moreover, General George Marshall called the vehicle "America's great-
est contribution to modern warfare”. In 1991, the MB Jeep was designated 
an "International Historic Mechanical Engineering Landmark" by 
the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 
Historian Charles K. Hyde wrote: "In many respects, the Jeep be-
came the iconic vehicle of World War II, with an almost mythological reputa-
tion of toughness, durability, and versatility”. “Not only did it become the 
workhorse of the American military, as it replaced the use of horses and oth-
er draft animals in every role, from cavalry units to supply trains, but impro-
vised field modifications also made the Jeep capable of just about any other 
function G.I.s could think of”.   
CW – with acknowledgement of information and data from ‘Silodrone’, ‘My 
AutoWorld’ and ‘Wikipedia’ 
 

https://silodrome.com/original-willys-jeep/
https://www.jeep.com/history/1940s.html
https://silodrome.com/willys-jeep-with-trailer/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willys_MB
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D._Eisenhower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Marshall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ASME
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Working_animal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G.I._(military)
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BACK PAIN, SPORTS INJURY 
& HEADACHE CLINIC  

Especially for long term pain & problems 
www.hectorwells.co.uk 

Hector Wells BSc (Hons). DO.  
University Clinical Osteopath Tutor for 15 

years  
Laura Humphreys & Carol Maria Caiado 

Osteopaths 
• Back, Neck Sciatica, Frozen Shoulder 
• Knees & Hips, Pregnancy Backs 
• Baby Sleep / Colic Clinic 
• Recurrent Headaches, Migraine 
• Mental Wellbeing Clinic (also postnatal) 

To avoid disrobing please wear leggings/
joggers & a T-shirt 

Appointments (01295) 265267 
e-mail hector.wells@btconnect.com 

54 Bloxham Road, Banbury, Oxon OX16 
9JR. 

Established 1991 (over 10,000 registered 
Clients). 

EPWELL BOOK SHARE  
Village Hall porch. 

 

Open between 10am and 2pm 
daily.  There is a wide selection 
of books both fiction and 
reference and these are divided 
into adult’s and children’s. 

There are also dvds and 
computer/x-box games to 
borrow, along with more 
traditional games and jig saws. 

Feel free to borrow the books.  
There is no time limit, (but 
remember that someone else 
might like to read the same 
book),  and there are no fines!  
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BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 
 

Domestic & Commercial  

Groundcare Machinery 

Sales, Service, Spare Parts 

Shenington Airfield   tel 01295 680711 

www.brucehopkins.co.uk 

P H GOODMAN 

& SON 

Qualified member of the National 
Institute of Carpet and Floorlayers 

 

Saddledon House 

Middle Tysoe 

Warwickshire 

Tel: 01295 680318 or 277326 

goodmancarpets@gmail.com 

CARPET & FLOORING 

SPECIALISTS 

 

 TREES 
WE’RE THERE FOR  

 TREE CARE 

All aspects of tree care undertaken 

Specialising in reduction/removal of trees in 
confined spaces 

Supplier of logs and chippings 

Over 20 years experience 

Fully insured 

For a free quote and a chat 

please contact: 

Arthur White (The Tree Chap) 

01295 788549 
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R Wakelin Heating Services Ltd 
31 The Dairyground, Shutford, Oxon OX15 6PN 

Tel: 01295 788359  mobile: 07810 754434 
email: ross@wakelinheatingservices.co.uk 

 

Boiler Servicing/Repairs/Replacements 

Gas and oil 

Domestic—Commercial 

Gas safe registered  190421 

Oftec registered C6644 
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The Chandlers Arms is Open 

Telephone: 01295 780153 

The Chandlers Arms, its Beer Garden and Indoor Area are 

fully open providing Bar Service.  

A table service for drinks is also available in line with Gov-
ernment guidelines. It is planned to resume a food service 
shortly. 

We look forward to welcoming you again and are now 
taking table bookings 

Opening hours are shown below: 

 

Monday  - Closed 

Tuesday  - Closed 

Wednesday - 2pm to 9pm 

Thursday  - 2pm to 9pm 

Friday  - 2pm to 10pm 

Saturday  - 1pm to 10pm 

Sunday  -1pm to 9pm 
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Monkeywood is an independent company set in the heart of North Oxfordshire. 

It combines master joinery and cabinet making to create bespoke design for  

even the most challenging spaces. Built on the vision of creating high quality 

pieces of craftsmanship with a passion for design, Tom thrives on working  

closely with the client to create something truly individual and to suit all 

personalities and functions.  

Tom Coleman – 01295 533413 / 07748 274345  

t.coleman@monkeywood.co.uk 

www.monkeywood.co.uk 

Unit 22, Sugarswell Business Park, Shenington, Banbury, OX15 6HW 

 

 

  OPUS  

  Property Services Ltd 

  Bathroom & Kitchen Design  

  and Installation 

From minor alterations to full refurbishment we can transform your bathroom or kitchen 

into an inspirational space.  We offer a complete service from the first sack of rubbish 

out to the final polish. 

Call Alan or Catherine on  01295 780652 or 07816 592124 

Visit: www.opusps.co.uk                       

 for photo gallery and to learn more about us.  

mailto:t.coleman@monkeywood.co.uk
http://www.monkeywood.co.uk
http://www.opusps.co.uk
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Mind Master—Answers 

1 The Elizabeth Tower 

2 Sting 

3 8 
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RED HORSE VALE LTD 
 

All types of fuel 
Coal, Smokeless, Gas, 

Logs, Kindling, 
Central Heating Oil, 

Oil Tanks and Coal Bunkers, 
Building Materials, 

Garden Sheds, 
Garden Centre and Garden Supplies, 

Farm and Country Sundries, 
Equestrian Products, Horse and Pet Feeds. 

 
Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422),  

Oxhill, Warwickshire CV35 0RL 
01926 642832 
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THE VILLAGE SHOP 

HOOK NORTON 

tel: 01608 737245 

NATIONAL LOTTERY 

Grocery - Greengrocery 

Wines - Spirits - Confectionery 

Newspapers - Magazines - Cards 

............................................. 

OPENING HOURS  

Monday – Saturday  
8am – 8pm 

 

Sunday  
9am - 4pm 
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 The Heritage Fruit Tree Co 

“Fruit with Flavour” 
01295 810516 

Do you want tasty fruit 
with a historic pedigree? 

Do you want apple trees you 
can grow in a tub or border 

just 6ft high? (other full sizes 
in stock) 

As As featured on local TV and radio local TV 

Pruning ● Grafting ● Saving old trees 

johoward@metronet.co.uk 

Www.heritagefruittrees.co.uk 

 

 

You could place an ad-
vertisement for your 

business in this space for 
only £2.50 per issue. 

 

Contact Peter Koch de 
Gooreynd on 01295 

780312 

MISS “T” CATERING 

CATERING FOR EVENTS SUCH AS 

ANNIVERSARIES, WEDDINGS,                  

CHRISTENINGS,        

BIRTHDAY PARTIES,        

FUNERALS AND   

PRIVATE DINNER                  

PARTIES. 

 ALSO AVAILABLE: 

        

CUTLERY  AND CROCKERY HIRE 

CONTACT  VICTORIA TAYLOR ON          

 MOBILE   07841 910037 

HOME    01295 780206 
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Tysoe Village Stores  

 

Every day Essentials and Not So Essentials!  

We pride ourselves on sourcing quality local products including:  

Bread and Pastries from a local master baker delivered daily. 

Fresh fruit and Vegetables at local markets prices. 

Fresh Milk, Cheese, Meats and Cider from nearby suppliers,  

And  

Gluten-Free and Vegetarian ranges.  

Also on offer are:  

Chilled Beers and Wine  

Newspapers and Magazines. 

Opening hours:  

Monday to Friday 08.30 - 19.00. 
Saturday 09.00 — 19.00 

Sunday 09.00—17.00  
 

 

 
 

TEA ROOM  
The Tea Room will remain closed for the time being. 

 
 

 
NEED A DELIVERY? 

Email us at mytysoeshop@gmail.com  
or call 01295 688333. 

Deliveries Monday to  Friday 
 
 

SHOP ENQUIRIES: 
 email  tysoevillagestores@gmail.com 

 

 



EDITOR AND PRODUCTION: 
Chris Woodcock, Southfield, Thatchers Close. Tel: 01295 788548 
 

TREASURER: 
Christian Lejeune.  Tel 01295 788117 E mail: clejeune069@btinternet.com 
 

ADVERTISING: 
Peter Koch de Gooreynd. Tel:01295 780312 E mail: peter.kdeg@zen.co.uk 

ADVERTS: Quarter page £2.50.  Half page £5.  Full Page £10 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE   12TH  NOVEMBER 2021 

PLEASE NOTE:  EMAIL ADDRESS FOR ALL COPY. 

epwellechoeditors@gmail.com 

DIARY DATES: 
 

OCTOBER 2021 
Friday 1st   Worlds Fair 2020, Dubai 
Sunday 3rd  London Marathon 
Sunday 10th  Harvest Festival (St Annes) 
Saturday 23rd Start of Rugby League World Cup 
Saturday 30th G20 Leaders Conference—Rome 

 

BINS:  Tuesdays. Green:  12th, 26th Brown/Blue: 5th,19th,  
 

NOVEMBER 2021   
Monday 1st  COP26 Climate Change Conference—Glasgow 
Sunday 14th  Remembrance Service (The Square & St Annes) 
Tuesday 23rd Start of England vs Australia 5 Test Ashes Series 

BINS:  Tuesdays. Green: 9th, 23rd   Brown/Blue: 2nd, 16th, 30th 
  

For further information check village website, www.epwell.com  
and village hall notice board  

Tysoe Post Office Opening Times 

09.00—14.00 Monday to Friday, 09.00—12.30 Saturday 

Royal Mail Collections: from The Square                                                       
5.00 PM on Monday to Friday and 9.00 AM on Saturday. 


